
Magdalen Gates Primary School – Covid Catch up Premium Funding (2020-21) 
 
 
 

 
“Children from disadvantaged backgrounds are likely to have been more affected particularly severely by closures and may need more support to return to school 
and settle back into school life. Whilst all pupils will benefit from the EEF recommendations it is likely that some forms of support will be particularly beneficial to 

disadvantaged” 
(Covid-19 Support Guide for Schools – June 2020)  

 
Funding Allocation 
Schools allocation is on a per pupil basis, providing each mainstream school with a total of £80 for each pupil in YR-Y11 
 
Payments 
This funding will be provided in 3 tranches. Schools will be provided with an initial payment in Autumn 2020, based on the October 2019 census, then a 2nd payment 
in the spring term of 2021. A further payment will be paid in Summer 2021 based on the October 2020 census. Schools will receive a total of £47 per pupil in the 
financial year 2020-21 and £33 per pupil in financial year 2021-2022. It is anticipated that Catch-up funding will be payable in the academic year 2020-21 only.  
 
Use of funds 
Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support their pupils to catch up for lost teaching over the previous months, in line with the guidance on 
Curriculum expectations for the next academic year and the EEF school planning guide, 2020-21.  
 
As with all funding schools and leaders are accountable for how this money is being used to achieve our central goal of schools getting back on track and teaching a 
normal curriculum as quickly as possible,  
 
Given their role in ensuring schools spend funding appropriately and in holding schools to account for educational performance, governors should scrutinise 
schools’ approaches to catch up from September, including their plans for use of catch up funding. This should include consideration of whether schools are 
spending this funding in line with their catch-up priorities, and ensuring appropriate transparency for parents. (DfE guidance – coronavirus (COVID-19) catch-up 
premium – updated 24/8/2020)  
 
Teaching 
Great teaching is the most important lever schools have to improve outcomes for their pupils 



 
Targeted Academic Support 
There is extensive evidence supporting the impact of high quality one to one or group tuition as a catch up strategy. Tuition delivered by qualified teachers is likely 
to have the biggest impact.  
 
Wider Support 
Schools have provided extensive pastoral support to pupils and families during the pandemic. Additional support in the new school year will focus on providing 
regular and supportive communications with parents, especially to increase attendance and engagement with learning.  

 
 

Summary Information 
 

Total catch up funding:      £15,816 

Autumn / Spring funding in Financial Year  2020-21 
 

£9,447 

Summer Funding in Financial Year 2021-22 
 

£6,369 

 
 
Context of the school 

 Our proportion of disadvantaged pupils is average at 15% of the pupil population.  

 The vast majority of pupils in Years R-6 engaged with the online learning that was set by each class teacher when the school was closed to most pupils in 
March 2020.  

 Upon reopening the school, we had 100% attendance in the first week in Years 1-6. Reception children were brought into school on a staggered basis over 2 
weeks to support the transition as this was not possible during the summer term.  

 The school closed fully over the summer holiday period. This was crucial in terms of teacher workload and staff mental health and emotional wellbeing. This 
allowed for staff to come back to what has and will be a very stressful and tiring term in Autumn 2020 with renewed energy and professional focus.  

 It was agreed that the use of consistent, beginning of the year baselines in reading, writing and mathematics were used to ascertain which pupils need 
more targeted support for catch up and what support and interventions would be best employed.  

 

 



Barriers to Future Attainment  
 

 Barrier Desired Outcome 

Teaching priorities A Key skills such as phonological awareness and the 
embedding of Read, Write, Inc. phonics will have 
been disrupted due to the lockdown. 

Children are capable and confident readers. They are 
able to decode, segment and blend phonemes so that 
they can apply this knowledge to their reading and 
comprehension in the future. 

B The teachers need to have a really accurate view of 
their children’s levels in writing. Their abilities will 
have changed due to lockdown. 

The teachers are confident to assess the children’s 
writing, assess misconceptions and gaps and plan for 
addressing these.  

C The teachers have never had to cope with remote or 
blended learning. There is a skills and knowledge gap 
here.  

The teachers know how to provide remote and blended 
learning for children who are self-isolating due to Covid. 

Targeted Academic 
Support 

D Key maths knowledge and skills may not have been 
practised during lockdown.  

Children’s basic maths skills are maintained. Gaps are 
identified and misconceptions addressed by high quality, 
evidence informed interventions. 

E Children have not been making progress in English 
and Maths whilst the school was closed. There has 
been a term of lost learning.  

Children will catch up to the year group expectations in 
English and Maths after missing a term of learning.  

F The Year 6 children missed the Summer Term of Year 
5 and will be disadvantaged when it comes to 
achievement in their KS2 SATs tests. 

The children make the progress that they need to make 
by the end of Y6. KS2 SATs results will not be affected by 
the Covid lockdown. 

Wider Strategies G There will have been a negative effect on the social, 
emotional and mental health of the children.  

The children are supported with their social, emotional 
and mental health.  

H 
 

There needs to be Before and After-School Club 
provision for working parents to access.  

This reduces tensions at home and allows normal family 
life to continue. This provision needs to be available 
once the Covid situation has resolved for working 
parents. 

 

 
 



Teaching Priorities i.e. professional development and support  
 

Barrier Action Desired Outcome Evidence Source Cost 
Person 

Responsible 
Impact 

/Evaluation 

A 

Purchase 
development 
days from Read, 
Write Inc. This 
will support the 
Reading Leader 
to maintain 
standards in 
Phonics.  

Children are capable 
and confident readers. 
They are able to 
decode, segment and 
blend phonemes so 
that they can apply 
this knowledge to their 
reading and 
comprehension in the 
future. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-
evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics 
+5 months for synthetic phonics provision. 

£1800 TC 

Phonics check 
result in 2021 was 
72% - This is an 
increase from 45% 
in September 
2020 

B 

Introduce the 
No-More-
Marking 
Comparative 
Judgement 
writing 
assessment 
system. 

The teachers are 
confident to assess the 
children’s writing, 
assess misconceptions 
and gaps and plan for 
addressing these.  

This system allows for national moderation of writing 
following the Covid lockdown. 

£595 CD 

Teachers have a 
clearer idea of the 
expected standard 
of writing in each 
year group. This 
has fed into 
improvements in 
writing across the 
school.  

C 

Purchase 
resources and 
devote CPD 
time to enable 
teachers to 
provided 
blended 
learning for the 
children in their 
class.  

The teachers know 
how to provide remote 
and blended learning 
for children who are 
self-isolating due to 
Covid. 

Government guidance on the provision of remote and 
blended learning. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-
during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 

£1000 CH, CD, WT 

Remote learning 
took place during 
the lockdowns.  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics


Total    £3,395   

 
 

 

Targeted Academic support i.e. structured interventions, small group tuition, 1:1 support  
 

Barrier Action Desired Outcome Evidence Source Cost 
Person 

Responsible 
Impact 

/Evaluation 

D 

Train an EA in 1st 
Class @ Number 
via remote 
training.  

Children’s basic 
maths skills are 
maintained. Gaps are 
identified and 
misconceptions 
addressed by high 
quality, evidence 
informed 
interventions. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-
evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition 
+4 months progress. 

£450 WT 

Children’s 
confidence and 
understanding in 
maths has 
improved.  

E 

Access the 
National 
Tutoring 
Programme for 
identified 
children in Y2 
and Y6.  

Children will catch up 
to the year group 
expectations in 
English and Maths 
after missing a term 
of learning.  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-
evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition 
+5 months of progress 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-
evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition  
+4 months progress 

£600 CD 

24 children 
accessed tutoring 
during the year. 
Misconceptions 
and gaps 
addressed and 
confidence grown.  

F 

Appoint an EA to 
work in the 
afternoons in Y6 
for one year.  

The children make 
the progress that they 
need to make by the 
end of Y6. KS2 SATs 
results will not be 
affected by the Covid 
lockdown. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-
evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-
interventions  
+4 months progress of TA intervention £4861 CH 

No published KS2 
SATs data in 2021.  
 
Children were on 
track to meet 
national levels of 
attainment. 

Total    £5911   

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-interventions


 
 
Wider strategies – i.e. behaviour approaches, mental health and social / emotional support  
 

Barrier Action Desired Outcome Evidence Source Cost 
Person 

Responsible 
Impact 

/Evaluation 

G 

Deploy an ELSA 
trained member 
of staff to 
support the 
children. 

The children are 
supported with their 
social, emotional and 
mental health.  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-
evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-
learning?utm_source=  
+4 months progress 

£1931 WT 

Children 
supported with 
their social, 
emotional and 
mental health 
needs. 

H 

Subsidise the 
Morning and 
After-School Club 
through offering 
reading and 
maths support for 
children than 
attend. 

This reduces tensions 
at home and allows 
normal family life to 
continue. This 
provision needs to be 
available once the 
Covid situation has 
resolved for working 
parents. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-
evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-
learning?utm_source=  
+4 months progress 
 
Having the opportunity to socialise and engage with other 
children is beneficial to other areas of life. 

£4000 KO 

The morning 
and after-
school club is 
still running 
and providing 
an essential 
service to the 
families in the 
school 
community.  

Total    £5931   

 
 
 

Total allocated £15,237 

Total left £579 

 
 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning?utm_source=/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=emotional
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning?utm_source=/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=emotional
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning?utm_source=/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=emotional
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning?utm_source=/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=emotional
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning?utm_source=/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=emotional
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning?utm_source=/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=emotional


 

   Head Teacher:      Chris Hutchinson 

   Date:      24th November 2020 

   Chair of Governors:      Sean O’Neill 

   Date:      2nd December 2020 

 


