
Dear parents, carers, families and children,

Thank you for your patience while the new basketball poles and nets are being installed. What
began as a straightforward upgrade has turned into a larger project than expected, causing
some disruption during lunchtimes and at drop-off and pick-up times. The children have
responded with great resilience and curiosity, they’ve adapted brilliantly and are excited to see
the finished equipment. Many have enjoyed observing the construction process and watching
the progress unfold each day.

This week, we have also begun celebrating Black History Month, with this year’s theme: “Standing
Firm in Power and Pride.”
Throughout October, children will be learning about influential figures who have shaped history,
culture and society. They’ll be exploring the values of resilience, equality and pride through
assemblies, stories, art, poetry, and discussion. Music and singing will also play a key role in our
celebrations, helping children appreciate the richness and diversity of our shared history. We aim
to encourage every child to be proud of who they are, while learning to respect and value each
other.

Dhinasha Balachandre
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Some of the Key Dates Coming Up

Wednesday 8th October
Year 4 and 6 Reading Breakfast

Wednesday 15th October

Year 3 and 5 Reading Breakfast

Thursday 9th October and 16th October
KS1 Reading Breakfast

Tuesday 7th and Tuesday 21st October
Tea and Coffee with the Headteacher

Thursday 23rd October
Spooky Day (children may wear costumes) and
Spooky Disco

Half term
Break up 3:15 on Friday 24th October

School opens Monday 3rd November

Thursday 6th November
Year 3 trip – The Castle

Monday 1st – Friday 5th December
Year 6 residential – Horstead

Hair

For safety and hygiene, we ask that children 
with long hair keep it tied back. This helps 
prevent accidents during activities and also 
reduces the spread of head lice.

Care Rangers

Hot Chocolate Sale

Our Year 5 and 6 Care Rangers will be 
holding a Hot Chocolate Sale on 
Wednesday 15th October at the end of 
the school day. Please remember to bring 

some coins to support our pupils and treat 
yourselves!

A hot chocolate with a biscuit will cost £1 -
the perfect way to warm up after school. 
All money raised will go towards 
supporting our Care Rangers projects.

Attendance

Good attendance is very important for learning and helps children to make the most of 
every opportunity at school. Our aim is for every child to achieve at least 96% attendance
across the year.
The attendance winners for this week are the Year 2 class, with 99% - well done!
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Remembering Kayla

On Tuesday 21st October, we will be holding a special 

event at school to remember Kayla Buttle. We will be 

unveiling a beautiful new bench in her memory, which 

will be placed outside the Year 2 classroom.

There will also be an opportunity to share memories and 

write them in a special book for Kayla’s family. The PTA 

will be selling tea and coffee to raise funds for a fairy 

garden that we are creating in her memory. There may 

even be a musical moment!

Please join us on the playground at 3:30pm on Tuesday 

21st October, outside the Year 2 classroom.

Hello Yellow

Magdalen Gates will be joining thousands of schools across the UK and taking part in
Hello Yellow in support of Young Minds on Friday 10th October (World Mental Health
Day). We’ll be holding a non-school uniform day and asking everyone to wear something
yellow. We would also like to ask parents and carers to consider donating to Young Minds
via our JustGiving page: https://www.justgiving.com/page/claire-armstrong-
12?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

There are days when all of us struggle with how we are feeling. Things can get tough, and
it can be difficult knowing how to cope. For so many young people, when this happens,
they don’t always get the help they need, when they need it. They don’t know where to
turn, who to talk to, or even if anyone else feels the same. No young person should feel
alone with their mental health. But together, we can change this.

Finally, Young Minds have resources for parents and carers with advice and guidance if
you are ever concerned about a child or young person. You can find these on their
website: www.youngminds.org.uk/parent.

https://www.justgiving.com/page/claire-armstrong-12?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent

