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ear parents, carers, families and children,

It has been another wonderful few weeks at Magdalen Gates, with lots of fantastic
learning taking place.

This week, we are taking part in Refugee Week, with children exploring important
themes around kindness, belonging and community. There has also been lots of
excitement across school with the World Cup, and | know many children have
been enjoying watching the matches... even if it has meant a few later nights than
usuall

A huge well done to our Year 1 children, who completed their phonics screening
check last week, and to Year 4 for their multiplication tables check. They all worked
incredibly hard and should feel very proud.

As we head into the final few weeks of term, we still have lots to look forward to,
including Sports Day and transition activities. With the warmer weather arriving,
please remember sun hats, water boftles and sun cream where needed.

Please also keep an eye on Reach More Parents, as this is where the majority of
school communication and updates will be shared.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support

Dhinasha Balachandre )
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i~ Aftendance

Our average whole school attendance over the last two weeks remains at 95.6%. A huge
well done to Reception, who achieved 100% attendance and received this week's
attendance award.

We have seen arecent increase in term-time holidays, so | would like to remind families
that regular attendance is incredibly important and every day in school makes a
difference to children’s learning.

If attendance begins to fall, a member of staff may contact you so we can work together
to offer support.

Thank you for your continued support. )

Safeguarding
If you have a safeguarding concern about a child outside of school hours, please contact:

CADS - Children’s Advice and Duty Service %, 0344 800 8020
You can also contact the NSPCC Helpline: %, 0808 800 5000
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Online Safety and Mobile Phones

As we begin thinking ahead to September, | wanted to share an important update around
mobile phones and online safety.

Many of you may have seen the recent media coverage regarding the government’s plans
to introduce tighter restrictions around children’s access to social media. This reflects a
growing national concern around the impact smartphones, social media and online
communication are having on children and young people.

Over the last year, we have also seen an increasing number of friendship issues and worries
linked to children using mobile phones, social media and group chats outside of school. As a
primary school, we are becoming increasingly concerned about the impact this is having on
children at a younger age.

Whilst we will always support children in school, it is important to understand that school
cannot investigate issues which happen online or manage disagreements taking place on
social media or group chats outside of school hours. Monitoring children’s online activity
remains the responsibility of parents and carers.

From September, children should no longer bring mobile phones onto school site. In previous
years, some childrenin Year 5 and Year 6 have brought phones into school and handed
these into the office at the start of the day. However, with increasing numbers of children
bringing phones into school, we are no longer able to safely store personal devices and feel
it is the right time to move away from this arrangement.

If families feel there are circumstances where their child needs access to a mobile phone
before or after school, please arrange a meeting with either myself or Mrs Demeuzois so we
can discuss this further.

| know technology can be difficult to manage as children get older, and families will make
their own decisions at home. However, as a school, we feel it is important that we promote
healthy boundaries and support children in developing positive habits around technology
use.

Families may also find the following resources useful:

NSPCC Online Safety

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
UK Safer Internet Centre

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
Smartphone Free Childhood

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org

Thank you, as always, for your confinued support.



https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
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Diary Dates 2025-2026

Thursday 25t June

Tuesday 30™ June and
Thursday 2" July

Friday 3" July

Tuesday 7t July

Thursday 9t July

Monday 13t July

Thursday 15% July

Thursday 16™ July

Friday 17t July

*Year 5 to Royal Norfolk Show

*Parent/teacher conferences for Year 1-6
3:30 pm to 6 pm

*EYFS-Reports home

*Curriculum Book Look — Parents from 14:45
Summer Fayre 15:15

*EYFS (Reception) Sports Day
9:30am — 11:30

*Sports day for Year 1-6 13:00-15:00

*Year 1 and 2 Pensthorpe Visit
*Year 5 Dragon Hall visit
*Year 4 Harvest Feast

*School disco-Times TBC

Last Day of Term

year round)

Reading Breakfast (weekly, all

Thursday after
drop off

Reception,
Year 1 and 2

Thursday after
drop off

Year 3and 4

Thursday after
drop off

Year 5and 6

Forest School and Mini Nature Explorers

Thursday 11t June-Thursday Year 1
16t July
Friday (weekly, all year round) Reception

Swimming (Parents and carers have been
informed of group arrangements)

Monday Year 2

Friday Year 6
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