
Dear parents, carers, families and children,

It has been another busy and exciting few weeks at Magdalen Gates and, as 

always, the summer term seems to be flying by. Alongside our learning, we have 

enjoyed a number of special events and are now beginning to look ahead to 

transition activities and preparations for the next academic year.

Last week, we celebrated our very first Culture Day. This wonderful idea came 

from one of our Year 4 pupils, who worked alongside Miss Savage to help plan 

the day. It was fantastic to see children proudly sharing and celebrating their 

cultures, languages, traditions and identities. Thank you to everyone who took 

part and helped make the day such a success.

Next week, we will be taking part in A Day of Welcome as part of Refugee Week. 

Children will spend time exploring themes of belonging, kindness and community 

through assemblies, lessons and a national live event. We are proud to be a 

school where everyone is welcome and valued.

The dates for Sports Day have now been confirmed and can be found below. 

We look forward to welcoming families to cheer on the children and celebrate 

their teamwork, determination and sporting spirit.

Finally, with the weather changing so quickly at the moment, please send your 

child to school with a lightweight waterproof coat each day where possible. This 

helps ensure that children can continue to enjoy outdoor learning and play, 

whatever the weather.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Dhinasha Balachandre
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 Attendance

Our average whole school attendance over the last two weeks remains at 95.6%

As a school, we have a duty to support families with attendance. If your child’s 
attendance begins to fall, a member of staff will contact you or invite you in for a meeting 

so we can work together to provide support and improve attendance.
Thank you for your ongoing support.

Safeguarding
If you have a safeguarding concern about a child outside of school hours, please contact:

CADS – Children’s Advice and Duty Service  0344 800 8020
You can also contact the NSPCC Helpline:  0808 800 5000



Magdalen Gates News
Friday 5th June 2026

Lunchtime Update
Many children may have already told you about our new lunchtime 
arrangements. These changes were informed by feedback from 
parents, staff and children.

Since introducing the new system, we have seen many positives. All 
children now have lunch between 12:15pm and 1:15pm, helping to 
create a calmer and more consistent lunchtime experience. We 
have also increased adult supervision and removed zoned play 
areas, allowing children to access a wider range of spaces and 
activities.

When speaking to children about the changes, feedback has been 
overwhelmingly positive. Children have particularly enjoyed taking 
on new responsibilities, including roles such as trolley monitors and 
water bottle monitors.

The new arrangements will continue next academic year, and we 
are exploring additional lunchtime clubs based on children's 
interests.

Sports Day
We are excited to confirm the dates for this year's Sports Days.

• Reception: Thursday 9th July, 9:30am–11:30am

• Year 1–6: Monday 13th July, 1:00pm–3:00pm

Children will take part in a range of fun sporting activities and 
challenges, giving everyone the opportunity to participate and enjoy 
being active.

Please ensure your child comes to school wearing their PE kit. 
Depending on the weather, children may also need a sun hat, sun 
cream and a water bottle, or a lightweight waterproof coat if rain is 
forecast.

We look forward to welcoming families to support and encourage 
the children.
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Diary Dates 2025-2026

Monday 1st June – Friday 12th June •Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check Window

Week beginning Monday 8th June •Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

Friday 12th June •Day of Welcome – Schools of Sanctuary

Tuesday 16th June •Class and individual year 6 photos taken

Wednesday 17th June
•Parent consultation on personal development-14:30 pm 
to 15:00, and virtual event 16:00-16:30 pm

Thursday 25th June Year 5 to Royal Norfolk Show

Tuesday 30th June and Thursday 

2nd July

•Parent/teacher conferences for Year 1-6
3:30 pm to 6 pm

Friday 3rd July •EYFS-Reports home

Tuesday 7th July
•Curriculum Book Look – Parents from 14:45
•Summer Fayre 15:15

Thursday 9th July
•EYFS (Reception) Sports Day
9:30am – 11:30

Monday 13th July •Sports day for Year 1-6 13:00-15:00

Thursday 15th July 
•Year 1 and 2 Pensthorpe Visit
•Year 5 Dragon Hall visit 

Thursday 16th July
•Year 4 Harvest Feast 
•School disco-Times TBC

Friday 17th July •Last Day of Term

Reading Breakfast (weekly, all 
year round)

Thursday after 
drop off

Reception, 
Year 1 and 2

Thursday after 
drop off

Year 3 and 4

Thursday after 
drop off

Year 5 and 6

Swimming (Parents and carers have been 
informed of group arrangements)

Monday Year 2

Friday Year 6

Forest School and Mini Nature Explorers

Thursday 11th June-Thursday 
16th July

Year 1

Friday (weekly, all year round) Reception
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